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THe ULtimate NeeD

These two programs � quality child care and in-home family 
education � are critical building blocks, and they are needed now. 
Yet they are only two of a series of steps we must take to reach 
the ultimate goal: a cohesive, comprehensive plan for early child 
development. IMAGINE WEST VIRGINIA�s assessment of research 
to date shows that the need is paramount. We envision a 
system that provides universal access to 
a range of services that enables all West 
Virginia children to grow into productive, 
contributing citizens who can compete 
and thrive in a 21st century economy. The 
system must emerge from strong, supportive, collaborative 
leadership, committed to building and funding a viable and 
sustainable plan. The plan must encompass accountability 
and performance metrics for regular program evaluations and 
improvements. It�s the right thing to do, it�s the smart thing to 
do, and research has proven that the investments will be more 
than repaid. Implementing a comprehensive plan of early child 
development is an economic imperative that is essential to West 
Virginia�s success.
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IMAGINE WEST VIRGINIA is a results-based policy 
institute of West Virginians serving West Virginia. 
Established in 2006 as an independent, nonpartisan,  
objective research and development entity, IMAGINE 
WEST VIRGINIA is dedicated to identifying and 
investigating tough public policy issues and publishing 
well-reasoned, evidence-based recommendations that 
have the potential to transform the economy of the state 
and the lives of West Virginians. A tax-exempt division of 
Vision Shared Inc., IMAGINE WEST VIRGINIA operates 
through its own Board of Governors and Executive 
Director. A full list of Board membership is found on the 
website, along with additional background information 
regarding the organization and its work. IMAGINE 
WEST VIRGINIA is supported by contributions from 
individuals, businesses and foundations. 
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